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Ethical world view ð factors modifying 

ÅVariation in cultures (understanding, mixing) 

Å Individualisation (emphasis in individualisation, total individual 

freedom, safetyness of individuals, fullfilling of individual needs) 

ÅTechnologisation (increasing role, advantages-disadvantages) 

ÅMedicalisation (emphasis in medical reasoning, medical solutions) 

ÅJuridicalisation (emphasis of laws in social relationships) 

ÅEconomisation (emphasis and solutions based in economics) 

ÅMedia (power of media, emphasis in leasure-life, free-time, hobbies) 
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Importance of ethics  

in the care of older people 

 

ÏStrategies and programmes (e.g. UN http://social.un.org/ageing-working-group/ ; WHO; EU; 

Global Alliance for the Rights of Older People 2011),  

text books, reports, statements 
 

ÏResearch in the field (Rees et al 2009/17, Milton-Wildey & OõBrien 2010/27, Suhonen et al 2010/71, 

Howe 2011) 

 

ÏExperiences/feed-back of patients/population (e.g. Francis-Report) 

 

ÏLimited interest for a career in older people nursing and 
intention to leave the field (Suominen et al 2006, Koskinen et al 2014, see also the results of RN4CAST) 
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Some general observations 

ÏSources of ethical issues for nurses  (Rees et al 2009, Suhonen et al 

2010):  

Doctors, Lack of financial and personnel resources, Patientsõ families, Societal 

and organizational attitudes, Routine-centred care, Relationships with peers 

 

ÏReasons for consultations of ethical committees 
((Schenkenberg et al 1997, Forde & Vanvik 2005, Swetz et al 2007) 

Competency/decisional capacity of older people, Quality of life/end of life issues, 

Withdrawing/withholding treatment (see eg. Wainwright & Gallagher 2007),  

Appropriateness of treatment, Family conflict and Professional conflicts 
 

ÏSources of ethical issues for patients (Johnstone, M-J. 2013, Stevens 
et al 2013 

Agism and moral excusion, Mistreatment (missed care)  
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Safety -  Ethical safety 

 

ÏDifferent definitions (e.g. EU, WHO, UN) 

The simplest definition of patient safety is the ñprevention of errors and adverse effects 
to patients associated with health careò (WHO 2016) and the more challenging one 
emphasing discipline of safety science (Emanuel et al 2106). 

 

ÏEthical safety is the prevention of errors and adverse effects of 
the respect of human beings as patients/clients in health care. 
-Difficult to estimate the economic value (About 20%ð40% of all health spending is wasted due to 
poor-quality care)  

 

- A poor safety record for health care 
Industries with a perceived higher risk such as the aviation and nuclear industries have a much better 
safety record than health care. There is a 1 in 1 000 000 chance of a traveller being harmed while in 
an aircraft. In comparison, there is a 1 in 300 chance of a patient being harmed during health care. 

- Patient and community engagement, hospital partnerships and 
empowerment are key factors  
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Ethical safety in care for older people (Leino-Kilpi 2016) 
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ETHICAL SAFETY 

Patientsõ / 
clientsõ rights 

Ethical 
competence 

Ethical 
environment + + 
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Patient/client 

as  

human being  


